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So far as my experience goes, no such development has
taken place in Hindostan or the Panjab. Here the rules of
prosody depending on the quantity of each syllable are
everywhere followed, although, of course, in the ruder songs,
great metrical licence prevails. We observe a similar state of
affairs in Southern India. A series of Kanarese Ballads was
published in the Indian Antiquary by the late Dr. Fleet, and
regarding them he observes1 that they follow the principle of
Kanarese metre consisting of feet of four, instants each,
fi But no absolute metrical precision is aimed at; and—though
the principle of construction is distinctly recognizable—in
carrying it out by scanning or in adapting the words to the
airs, short syllables have been drawn out long and long
syllables clipped short, ad libitum. . . . The rhythm of the
songs can only be learned by actually hearing them sung/
I believe that the only Indo-Aryan language that shows
a tendency to substitute, as in Kashmiri, stress for quantity
is Bengali. It will have been observed that in Lalla's verses
quoted above there is a stress on the first syllable of every
line. Similarly, Mr. J. D, Anderson2 has shown that in
Bengali verse, although quantity is sometimes nominally
observed, the metre is conditioned by a strong phrasal stress-
accent falling on the beginning of each line and on the first
syllable after each caesura. Usually the verse consists of a,
fixed number of syllables, wholly independent of quantity;
and this number, regulated and controlled by the stress-
accents, constitutes the metre. Mr. Anderson—and I am
entirely of his opinion—is inclined to see Tibefco-Burman
influence in this metrical system of Bengal. Could we be
justified in suggesting a similar foreign influence in Kashmir ?
The population of the Happy Valley is far from being
homogeneous. Local tradition compels us to consider it as
very probable that, although the upper classes are probably of
the same stock as that of North-Western India, a substratum
of the inhabitants is connected with non-Indian tribes whose
original home was Central Asia, and this is borne out by the
1	Vol. xiv (1883), p 294
2	JRAS, 1914, pp. 1046 ff.

